DISCOVERY OF KANGLEIPAK
(28)

By:
Wangkhemcha Chingtamlen

Re-Taking of the Kabo Valley — A Possibility?

The writer, in this short discourse, will discuss the past history, the present

status and the future perspective on the subject mentioned above.

The Past History of the Kabo Valley

(a) During Hindu Rules
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Map of Kabo Valley:
Source : Eikhoigi Eereipak by Phanjoubam Tarapot at page 179.

You may have seen in the map of Kabo Valley shown above, before 1834,
before the signing of the “Agreement Regarding the Kubo (Kabow) Valley, 1834”
between the commissioners appointed by the King of Ava and the British

commissioners, F.J. Grant, Major and R. Boileu Pemberton, Captain, the eastern



boundary of Kangleipak (Manipur). Now please see the Agreement mentioned

above:

APPENDIX-VI
Agreement Regarding the Kubo (Kabaw)
Valley, 1834

First : e British Commissioners, Majo}/Grant and Captain
PembBerton, under instruction from the Right Honourable, the
Governor- Genera] in Council., agree to make over to the Woadauk
Maha Mingyan Rajah and Tsarudangicks Myookyantheo,
Commissioner appointed by the King of Ava, the Towns of
- Tammao ( Tamu), Rhumba (Rhambat), Surjail, and all other villages
-<in the Kubo Valley, the Ungoching Hills and the sirip of valley
running between the Eastern foot and Western bank of the Ningtha

Rhyendan (Chindwin) river.

Second : The British Commissioners will withdraw the Munnipore
Thanas now stationed within this tract of the country and make
over immediate possession of if to the Burmese Commissioner on
certain conditions.

Third : The conditions are, that they will agree to the boundaries
which may be pointed out to them by the British Commissioners,
and will respect and refiain from any interference, direct or indirect,
with the people residing on the Munnipooree side of those
boundaries.

Fourth : The boundaries are as follows :

1. The Eastern foot of the chain of mountains which are
immediately from the Western side ofthe plain of the Kubo Valley.
‘Within this line is included Moreh and all the country to the westward
ofit.

2. On the south a line extending from the Eastern foot of the
same hills at the point where the river, called by the

Burmahs Nansawing and by the Munnipoorees

Namsaulung, enters the plain, up to its sources and across the hills
due West down to the Kethe-Khyaung (Munnipooree River).

3. On The North line of boundary will begin at the foot of the
same hills at the Northern extremity of the Kubo valley, and pass
due North up to the first range of hills, East of that upon which
stand the villages of Choatao, Naonghe, Noanghur of the tribe called
by the Munnipoorees Loohooppa, and by the Burmah Lagumsauny,
now tributary to Munnipoore.

Fifth : The Burmese Commissioners hereby promise that they -
will give orders to the Burmese officers, who will remain in the
charge of the territory now made over to them not in any way to
interfere with the Khyens or other inhabitants living on the Munnipoor
side of the lines of boundary above described and the British
Comimissioners also promise that the Munnipoorees shall be ordered

not in any way to interfere @mz@wm%ﬁﬁf
any description living on the Burmah side of the boundaries now

fixed. : TR, S TR 3

(Seal) Sd/- E.J. Grant, Major
Commissioners

(Seal) Sd/- R.B. Pemberton, Captain

Sunnyachil Ghat, Ningthee, 9" January, 1834

Source : Eikhoigi Eereipak by Phanjoubam Tarapot at page 245.

The above Xerox is the “Agreement Regarding the Kubo (Kabow) Valley,
1834”



Please read critically the first article “First : The British Commissioner, .....
Ningtha Rhoyendau (Chindwin) river”, and the last article “Fifth : The Burmese

Commissioners......... boundaries now fixed”
This is the position of Kabo Valley after signing this agreement, 1834.

No Kangleicha will agree that Kangleipak (Manipur) is a Sovereign Country at

this moment of signing this agreement in 1834.

Please mark “Under instruction from the Right Honourable, the Governor-
General in Council, ....” Under the first article and “Munnipoorees shall be ordered

........ " under the last article at the end of the Agreement.

Please see another agreement:

APPENDIX-VII
Agreement Regarding Compensation for
Kubo (Kabaw) Valley, 1834
Major Grant and Captain Pemberton, Under instructions from the
Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, having made
over the Kubo Valley to the Burmese Commissioners deputed from
Ava, are authorised to state :
1. Thatitis the intention of the Supreme Government to grant
a W‘w‘}jwjﬁw of
Mungi to commence from the ninth day of January One
transfer of Kubo took place, as shown in the Agreement mutually
signed by the British and Burmese commissioner,
2. Itistobedistinctly understood that should any circumstances
hereafter arise by which the portion of territory lately made over
twggg%iwge allowance now granted by
the British Government will cease from the date of such reversion.

—_——

(8d-)
E.J. Grant, Major
Commissioners
(Sd/-)
R. Boileu Pemberton, Captain
Langthabal Munnipore,
January 25, 1834

Source : Eikhoigi Eereipak by Phanjoubam Tarapot at page 247.

You have seen in the agreement “five hundred sicca Rupees to the Raja

Munnipore” is from the British, not from the Burmese Authority




The Agreement is signed at Langthabal Konung. The compensation is given
to the Raja of Manipur. It is on 25" Jan., 1834 after the signing of Agreement of
giving away Kabo Valley on 9" Jan., 1834 (16 days’ span).

Please see written documentary evidence too:

“When Ghumbeer Singh heard the final decision he quietly accepted it, saying
‘you gave it me and you can take it away. | accept your decree.” The proposed

transfer was very distasteful to many of the inhabitants”

“The Kubo Valley was handed over to the Burmese on the 9" of Jan., 1834,
and on that day Ghumbeer Singh died in Manipur by Cholera.” — Page 87 of the

book, ‘Manipur and the Naga Hills’ by Sir James Johnstone.

“An attempt was made to negotiate with him, but Major Grant said ‘It is no use
bargaining with Ghumbeer Singh,” and refused to take any part in it. He was asked
what compensation should be given, and he said 6000 Sicca Rupees per annum.”

From the same page of the book mentioned above.

From these agreements and historical evidences available since Jan, 1834,
Kabo Valley was effectively possessed by the country Burma as owner without any

string or conditions whatsoever.

Kabo Valley was bought by the British Authority from the Langthabal Konung
by paying 500 Sicca Rupees monthly compensation or 6000 Sicca Rupees per
annum as agreed by Gambhir Singh and gave it away to Burma as Gift in 1834

January.
This is the position and status of Kabo Valley during Hindu Rules.

(b) Pre-Hindu

....... in the year 1475, during the reign of Rajah Kyamba; when the
refractory tributary of Khumbat, at that time dependent upon the Kings of
Pong, was attacked and expelled from his territory by the united forces of
Pong and Munneepor, and the Kubo Valley was formally annexed to the

latter country, ..... — “Report on the Eastern Frontier of British India” by

Capt. R. Boileau Pemberton Page 38.



This same fact is stated by EW.DUN in his book, Gazetteer of Manipur at
page 37 also.

The names of the hill ‘Angoching’ and ‘Ningthi Turel’ in the Kabo Valley are

Kanglei indigenous words, meaning ‘Angangching’ and ‘Beautiful and good river’.

Therefore, Kabo Valley was the land property of Kangleipak, and this cannot
be doubted, during the pre-hindu days of Kangleipak up to IInd half of the 18"
Century CE.

Every Kangleicha up to this day knows the fact of political stability of

Kangleipak up to the reign of Pamheiba Garivaniwaz in the 18" century CE.

Therefore it is no need to write too much about the ownership of the Kabo

Valley during the pre-hindu days.

(c) The present position and future perspective of the Kabo Valley.

1. The present position of the Kabo Valley:
After the signing of the ‘Agreement regarding the Kubo (Kabaw) Valley,
1834” on Jan. 9, 1834 at Sunnyachil Ghat, on the Ningthi River (Please
see the document above), the Kabo Valley was effectively transferred
to and possessed by the country Myanmar (the then Burma). This
cannot be doubted, please examine the Agreement.
The position of the then King Gambhir Singh was clear too again. He
agreed the transfer by demanding compensation. Please see what he
said and reported to be said by him in the book, MANIPUR AND THE
NAGA HILLS by Sir James Johnstone (quoted above).
After the signing of the ‘Agreement Regarding Compensation for Kubo
(Kabaw) Valley, 1834’ on the 25" Jan., 1834 after the death of
Gambhir Singh at Langthabal Konnung, had further confirmed the
transfer of Kabo Valley to Myanmar (Burma) by accepting the
compensation by the Langthabal Konnung.
This again cannot be doubted too.
The position of the Kabo Valley as a part of Myanmar remained

undisturbed up to 1949, when Manipur became a part of the Indian



Country. The event of Merging Manipur to India in 1949 further
aggravated the position of Manipur vis-a-vis Burma.

The change of political status of Manipur from an independent country
to an unit of India further aggravated the position of Manipur vis-a-vis
Burma. From 1949, Manipur cannot do anything in relation to the Kabo
Valley with Myanmar (Burma). From October, 1949 anything to be
done with the Myanmar Country, whether the Kabo Valley or Trade in
Rice even etc lies with the Indian Foreign Office.

Therefore, the position of the Kabo Valley upto 2011 as part of the
Myanmar Country remains undisturbed even after Manipur became a
part of India.

This is the present position and status of Kabo Valley.

The Kabo Valley became a part of Burma in 1834, not by Coercion, but

by Agreement. Kabo Valley became a part of Burma by consent by all

interested parties.

This is the present position and status of the Kabo Valley.

. The future perspective of the Kabo Valley:

The Kabo Valley has been possessed by Myanmar, a foreign
sovereign power for 177 years upto this day in 2011, without any
illegality raised by any power whatsoever, and no such illegality will be
raised in future also by any power, it is thought reasonably, because
such a conflict between foreign powers may cost very huge price in the
present political equations in the present Asian situation for a piece of
land claimed by Manipur, a neglected State.

From 1949 to 2011 upto this day, India gives consent to the transfer
and possession of Kabo Valley by Myanmar since 1834 by Keeping
Silence. It is a fact.

Thinking in terms of all probabilities of re-taking of the Kabo Valley by
Manipur, the possibility of re-taking of the Kabo Valley by Manipur is
zero. The Kabo valley which is about 700 sqg. miles which is a little less
than Imphal Valley is lost since 1834 CE forever to Kangleipak during
Hindu Rule.



